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THE CHILDREN’S BOOK BANK 
 

I. NEED 
Research shows that being read to as a child and having books at home are the two most important indicators 
of future academic success. And yet, two thirds of low-income families own no books for their children. 
Without books at home, a child from a low-income family enters first grade with an average accumulated total of 
just 25 hours of one-to-one picture book reading time, compared with 1,000-1,700 hours among their middle 

income peers.1  Families without books at home miss out on the basic tools that help foster an excitement for 
books and learning, miss chances to experience parent-child bonding and respite from stress, and miss untold 
opportunities to help their children build important neural pathways, ignite curiosity, and imagine what is possible. 
 

II. OUR MISSION 
To increase opportunities for children to succeed as future readers, learners, and citizens by filling their 
homes and lives with quality books while engaging the greater community in the collection, repair, bundling, 
and distribution of new and gently-used children’s books.  

 
III. GUIDING BELIEFS 

 All those wonderful children’s books sitting on shelves throughout the community are a valuable resource 
that can be shared and reused for the greater good.  

 Giving a child a quantity and variety of books increases the likelihood he or she will find a book that sparks 
the imagination and motivates lifelong reading.   

 Ensuring diverse children have books that include characters, stories, authors and illustrators who look like them 
empowers every child to envision limitless possibilities.  

 Filling homes with books can improve family behaviors and attitudes around reading resulting in lasting 
change. 

 Excitement about books can be contagious when books are common rather than scarce. CBB serves entire 
communities at a time in order to support and encourage a culture of books and reading.  
 

IV. INTENDED OUTCOMES 

 More children in our community are actively raised with books 

 Parents can use books to strengthen parent-child bonds & serve as their child’s first teacher 

 Families can use books to open minds, build curiosity, and spark the imagination   

 Students make books and reading part of their lives beyond the school day 

 Early literacy education programs are enhanced & more effective when families have books at home 
 

V. RESULTS REPORTED BY PARENTS AFTER RECEIVING CBB BOOKS:  

 76% increased the amount of time spent reading with their child every week (by an average of 3x)  

 97% engaged in talk & questions with their child while reading together (a 37% increase) 
   

VI. THEORY OF CHANGE 
Making books readily available at home supports positive reading behaviors. When children spend more time 
reading, either with their parents or on their own, they develop the literacy skills needed to succeed in school. This 
in turn leads to improved education for all students, higher literacy and graduation rates, and stronger 
communities. 

                                                           
1 Mary Jager Adams. Beginning to Read: thinking and Learning About Print. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1990  


